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Tliis letter is in tespo!we to Ihe DRAFT guidelines on microlJial”sa[ely of produce tecrrttl y p[mnu[g~ted by Ihc
Food & DIug Administration and prcsenkxl al a series of Public Hearings held ciurlnp. IhL>week or Llcccmber

1-5, 1997. While 1 commend an initialize which would enhance consumer confrdcncc in lilr srfwy of US
grown fruit and vegetables, I have several serious concerns regarding U!e process and the DRAFT guidelines,

(1) The rrqmt pace of hearin~s, publication and comment$ may ovet[uok aml/or ip,~wre resealcl~ cut rently
in process wi~lch wng inilia!ed by FDA. The Nallorml Advisory Committee on h!icrot)iological

C]-iteria for Foods(NACMCF) is addressing this food safety issue, Ilowcver, duF to Uie cu[llpkxi(y
of our industry and lack of sound research information as to poten(ial sourcesmicr(, bivloglcal haza!ds
this research process must follow a systematic process, It cannot be hurried or SlI(III cuI(cd. AIIy
effort to put in place fedetirl s[aildards on how to gIOIW,hancs[ and handle c(m)rllutli!ics SIIOUIIJ Imvc a
scientific basi~ -u ~JentiY do UQ( haY$&

(2) TheprodrmhJrJumy is actively engaged in e[forls to assure the rnicrobicdop, irai wfcly of ftcshfrui[
and vegetables. In working on this project our indu!,try has found lhcre is IOUIi!llu suurd scimlfific

knowiedge regarding the sources Of JniCrObial hamrds. Until sufficient resealch is (Ivailablc, I reelir
is ridiculous to give the consumer rr false sense ofsectrrily anddirnitrish(heircuillidrllce wiIcn [he[c is
anothet food safety outbreak allegediy caused by produce.

(3) Once FDA issue guidelines, the marketplace will rap!d[y make the guidcllne~ m.mdaIoIy hJOU@l

contract provisiot)s, ‘Wis will require me, and ali utller US producers ttlat WmII IU SCII our pruduc!, to
cxpwrd iCSOUiCCS to adjust our production plactices; adjustments wi]ich nlay lt~vc II() appreciable
effect on improving food safety.

\

(4] We Ilve and woik in a g\obal masketplacc. Most growers compcle frgrrin$l illlp(ll!c{l prn[iuc[s, but
WA has proposed no time line or swalc~y for having these guidelines apply to uur ‘trnding pmlner
countries.’ Again.. pu[(ing us on an unlevel play{ng field with our ‘trading prIIIICIS ‘ I’juS, if Ijle us

forces our hading partners to follow a document not basedonscience,therc(iuirrmcnl ivi]l inevitably
be challenged as a non-tari[f kade barrier.

Ourindustry has a long history o[providing the highest quality, safes! most economical produce in Ihe wwhi.

To continue this tradition . . .FDA shordd be concerned with pushing for ical scientific um.lcrstandirrg, nut

of[er the quick fix of a public rela(ions perception campaign,
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